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Spring Festivals calendar 

March 
24th-25th Red Lion Marsworth 
30th ï 1st April Rising Sun Berkhamsted Beer 

and Cider Festival 

April 
5th-9th Easter Beer Fest, Land of Liberty, Peace 

and Plenty, Heronsgate 
6th-9th Easter Beer Fest, Crown and Sceptre, 

Bridens Camp 
13th-15th Boxmoor Social Club 

May 
2nd ï 6th 18th Reading Beer & Cider Festival, 

Kingôs Meadow, Reading RG1 8BN 
4th-7th The Great Tring Beer Festival, Tring Park 

Cricket Club, London Road, Tring HP23 6HA 

From the Editor 

I hope you enjoy the new look for this 
Tapler. Some people have found the mag 
too difficult to read because the background 
colour clashed with the text, so Iôve tried a 
cleaner, clearer look that should be easier 
on the eye. Do let me know what you think ï 
my contacts are on p.19.  

Youôll find info in this issue about two big 
CAMRA campaigns coming up: Community 
Pubs Month in April ï for more details of 
whatôs happening near you, visit the Branch 
website - and Mild Month in May. Weôre 
already starting to hear rumours of lots of 
beer fests to celebrate the Queenôs 
Diamond Jubilee in early June ï weôll give 
you a full update in the next issue, but stay 
tuned to www.midchilternscamra.org.uk for 
the latest events to be confirmed.  

Happy reading ï and drinking! 

William  

 

 

 BREWERY NEWS IN BRIEF (WITH THANKS TO BRIAN) 

The new Beer Menu at ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭǘŜǊƴ .ǊŜǿŜǊȅΩǎ tap, The 
CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ .ŀǊ in the histƻǊƛŎ YƛƴƎΩǎ IŜŀŘ Lƴƴ ƛƴ !ȅƭŜǎōǳǊȅΣ 
has proved to be a great success. January and February 
saw a celebration of Porters and Stouts featuring a host 
of hand-picked guest beers from breweries across 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ .ŀǊ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
such cŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƻ ΨǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ŀǘ http://www.chilternbrewery.co.uk/... George 
and head brewer brother Tom have also launched a 
Porter of their own. It combines five varieties of malt 
and wheat to create an almost black, superbly rich and 
truly complex dark Porter that has a wonderful subtle 
sweet aftertaste of vanilla.... ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
of the special limited edition ales for 2012, with plans 
for bottled and draught beers to ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ 
Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics....The Red Squirrel 
Brewery is going from strength to strength. Their beers 
are persistently winning top honours at festivals ς most 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ wŜŘǘŀƛƭ /ƛǘǊŀ ŀǘ ΨCƛǊƪƛƴŦŜǎǘΩ - and the recent 
addition to ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ΨIƻǇŦŜǎǘΩ (ABV 3.8%), another 
golden ale, is well received, bringing the number of 
permanent beers to six. The January/February Ψ{ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ 
!ƭŜΩ (ABV 4.3%) simply flew and is all but gone, and the 
next ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭΣ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Lt!Ω !.± рΦл ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ƛƴ !Ǉril. 

http://www.midchilternscamra.org.uk/
http://www.chilternbrewery.co.uk/
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Local Ales in Northampton  

In November 2011, the branch visited the 

town of Northampton. Of the five pubs on the 

original itinerary, four are listed as LocAle, so 

I thought it would be interesting to check out 

the local beers that were available. I do not 

know how the local branch decide their 

LocAle area, so for the purpose of this article, 

I have only included beers that are brewed in 

Northamptonshire. 

The first pub visited was the Malt Shovel. Itôs 

always a pleasure to visit this pub, for the 

memorabilia that cover the walls and the wide 

range of beers that includes mild and stouts. 

Local beers come from Great Oakley (three 

beers available) and Natterjack from the 

nearby Frog Island brewery. 

A few minutesô walk away is the Wig & Pen. 

This free house offers a discount to CAMRA 

members and was busy on this Saturday 

lunchtime. From a range of eight beers, the 

locals were Potbelly Best and Whittlebury 

Green Dragon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Wetherspoon pub was visited next, the 

Eastgate. Two bars on different levels in 

typical óSpoonsô fashion, Hoggleys Pump 

Fiction counted as the local beer. 

We then moved to the back streets on the 

edge of the town centre. The Victoria is a 

Vale brewery pub not listed as LocAle. 

However, alongside the two Vale beers Frog 

Island Shoemaker was available, which we 

supped, while listening to Jimi Hendrix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last pub on the itinerary was the Lamplighter. 

Two beers were available, one of which was 

Potbelly Aisling. 

With the original tour completed and time on 

our hands, we visited two further pubs. As on 

previous visits, the Racehorse was busy and 

noisy with a live band in attendance. Five real 

ales were available, none of which were local. 

Our final pub has changed somewhat since 

our last visit! Now named the Old Black Lion 

Traditional Fish & Chip Pub, what was once a 

basic two bar pub has been transformed in to 

pub/restaurant/take away. In the left hand 

bar, the dartboard and previous furniture has 

been replaced by comfy seating and the right 

hand bar has become a restaurant/takeaway. 

Of the two beers available, one was local, 

Natterjack from Frog Island. 

So at the end of the day, seven pubs were 

visited, six selling local beers from five 

breweries with a total of nine different beers. 

Northampton is easily reached from Hemel 

Hempstead with one direct train per hour and 

a journey time of just under an hour. 

                                                                                     

 

The Malt Shovel 

 

Roy  

The Victoria 
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 HOLMER GREEN ï GREEN PRIDE  

A rather neglected part of our branch was visited at 

last on the first Saturday in January.  We visited all 

three pubs in Holmer Green, guided by local 

member Chris Bowser.   

We started at the OLD OAK; this has had a couple 

of landlords in the last 10 years but we now find it 

stabilised and a good village pub with Rebellion IPA 

and London Pride both acceptable, plus it did good 

food and we hope it continues in this vein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As our numbers swelled to 10, we moved to the 

EARL HOWE, now recovered from the fire which 

threatened to cut short its existence.  Here we found 

a busy and obviously well-used pub with London 

Pride again, Hobgoblin and Speckled Hen, all in good 

condition.  We arrived to take part in a popular event, 

a raffle.  This raffle seemed to meet the localsô needs 

and one of our team even won a prize which pleased 

him.  The food here was good and plentiful. 

The final stop was situated by the village green and 

THE BAT AND BALL (photo above) seemed to attract 

a steady turnover of customers.  The very 

enthusiastic landlady and landlord welcomed us and 

had a chat and this is always a good sign of a well-

run pub.  They had been there for a good few years 

and seemed to understand the village.   London Pride 

was the only beer on but this was a very well-

received pint, or two.  

We left on the bus happy in the knowledge that the 

village was in good hands.  Thanks to the people of 

Holmer Green for an enjoyable afternoon. 

   

 

Dave B.   
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The Black Cat 
Free House 
Lycrome Road 

Lye Green 
Chesham 

Bucks HP5 3LF 

www.blackcatchesham.co.uk 

 
 01494 773966 

о /ŀǎƪ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ !ƭŜǎΥ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ Taylor Landlord and 
Guest Ales and a very popular Malt Whisky Selection 

We offer an extensive lunch and dinner menu 
featuring all your favourite pub fayre 

We also serve the great British breakfast Mon-Sat from 9am till 
noon and of course what we believe is the best Sunday Roast in 

Bucks......probably! 

We pride ourselves on good service and a warm and friendly 
atmosphere 

Open Fire        Function Room        Large Beer Garden 

CAMRA MIDCHILTERNS BRANCH  

RUNNER UP PUB OF THE YEAR 2010  

 

 

 

 

http://www.camra.org.uk/page.aspx?o=wbonline
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APRIL IS COMMUNITY PUBS MONTH  

 

 

 

 

Community Pubs Month is a national initiative 

organised by CAMRA to champion the 

importance of local pubs. CAMRA has been 

campaigning for over 40 years to support pubs in 

the wake of rising costs, underinvestment, threat 

of demolition, property developers and more, and 

with 16 pubs closing on a weekly basis, the future 

of the great British pub is at stake.  Community 

Pubs Month is taking place to help increase 

footfall in local pubs, to increase the awareness of 

pubs as invaluable community assets, and 

encourage licensees to organise and promote 

events to attract further trade. Itôs all about giving 

community pubs as much publicity as possible 

during these tough times. 

Anyone can take part in Community Pubs Month, 

with both licensees and CAMRAôs 200+ local 

branches spreading the message through publicity 

and promotional material geared at raising the 

profile of the Month.  On Monday April 2nd, 

Community Pubs Day will kick off the start of the 

Month, and is the perfect opportunity for pub 

owners and punters alike to raise a glass and get 

the Month off to a flying start!  On our patch you 

can join in Quiz night in The Black Horse Inn on 

Chesham Vale or enjoy the Beer & Scrabble 

evening at The Rising Sun in Berkhamsted. 

A few samples of pub events during the rest of the 

month:  5
th
 April ï Blues Night at The Crown, 

Ley Hill; 6
th
 April ï Live Music at The Swan, Ley 

Hill; 7
th
 April ï Music Quiz at The Queens Head, 

Chesham: 8
th
 April ï Shake your Booty at The 

George and Dragon, Chesham; 12
th
 April ï Open 

Mic Night at The Misty Moon, Chesham; 19
th
 

April ï Quiz Night at The Crabtree, Hemel 

Hempstead; 20
th
 April - Traditional Irish Music 

Night at The Gamekeepers Lodge, Chesham; 23
rd

 

April ï Saint Georgeôs Day Celebration at The 

Full Moon, Hawridge Common; 28
th
 April ï DJ 

Night at The Nash Arms, Chesham. 

The full local list of Community Pubs Month 

events is on our branch site 

midchilternscamra.org.uk; the national list is on 

communitypubsmonth.org.uk.  Both these sites 

are updated when we learn about more events. 

So if one of your local community pubs has 

arranged an event, get there to support them. 

COMMUNITY PUBS MONTH  (PART 2) ï A 

PERSONAL VIEW FROM THE RISING SUN 

BERKHAMSTED  

Well, here we are at CAMRAôs National 

Community Pubs Month, another innovation to 

help us publicans. This has got me thinking about 

pubs in the community and just what our 

involvement should be. We all remember the 

snow at the beginning of the year. Yes, I was 

outside clearing the pathways outside the pub 

scattering salt, and after a couple of hours of hard 

graft I had achieved a job well done. I then drove 

up into the town and was surprised how very few 

of our high street businesses, both major brands 

and privately owned, had done anything to assist 

the public! ñLeave the snow clearing up to the 

council, well if we do clear it away we could get 

suedò, I hear them saying. Many of us, when 

stepping onto a newly cleared pavement, will stop, 

stamp our feet to knock off the snow and take the 

time to silently thank the business that had taken 

the trouble to ease our journey. 

Our pub is often used as the hub of community 

activities. There are the groups who meet on the 

first and third, or whatever day of the month. 

Occasionally I forget and find Iôve double 

booked!  But it never seems to be an issue and 

 

Brian  

(continues on p.8) 

http://www.midchilternscamra.org.uk/
http://communitypubsmonth.org.uk/
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quite often new friendships have come of it, of 

course a few nibbles and a pot of tea always helps. 

 Has your local post office closed? We have been 

accepting parcels for ages and have just taken 

delivery of another huge box from the postman for 

a neighbour along the street; not a great regular 

but it saves him having to drive 12 miles to 

retrieve it! Sometimes we just help out.  I was 

outside Watford General Hospital at one in the 

morning a few weeks ago, picking up a neighbour 

who couldnôt get back. He didnôt drive and his 

wife was away on business. 

There is also the bigger community, county 

dwellers and those living on other continents who 

keep in touch with whatôs happening at the pub 

and with each other via the pubôs Facebook, 

Twitter, YourRound and website pages; followers 

can see what beers and ciders we are now serving 

and what events are coming in the future. These 

all need updating with a bit of tender loving care, 

but the interest and conversation generated is 

worth the effort. As a matter of interest Iôve just 

got into Twitter and Iôm starting to realize just 

how many followers there are. A quick fact: we 

all get emails from contacts every day but we tend 

to leave them unread or delete them as they 

probably contain the usual offers, scams or get 

rich quick schemes! But a text or twitter message 

into your hand via your iPod, Blackberry or Smart 

phone seems to be read and digested, as they are 

short and sweet with the added bonus of a link to a 

tantalizing picture perhaps of a glass of bright 

foaming bitter. Then thereôs the charity 

fundraising all of us publicans get involved in 

trying to ease those few shiny pennies from your 

pockets for a worthwhile cause. Having read this, 

I am sure every other pub owner and manager is 

saying ñWe do all of the above as well and moreò. 

I write this as a reminder to all of our 

communities that we are part of the community 

and hopefully will be if you use us, but not just for 

one month!      

Signed, Postman, Hospital Driver, Fundraiser etc. 

& finally, Keeper of the Inn, Rising Sun 

Berkhamsted. 

MAY IS MILD MONTH  

Mild Ale is a survivor from the beers of hundreds 

of years ago which were one of the few sources of 

water that was safe to drink.  Mild started to fall 

out of favour in my lifetime because it was 

associated with all things old, especially the dark 

coloured versions.  Guinness had the same 

problem and spent millions on advertising and 

promotions to stop the rot. 

So what is mild?  According to CAMRAôs Great 

British Beer, ñThere are two types of mild: light 

or dark and so the colour can be black to dark 

brown to pale amber.  Both types are malty and 

sweet tones tend to dominate the flavour profile 

but there may be a light hop flavour or aroma.  

Light milds may be slightly fruity and dark milds 

can have roast and caramel notes.  Milds are not 

very bitter and are typically less than 4.3% ABV.ò  

Every year we ask our real ale pubs to support our 

campaign to give customers the chance to try 

mild, and more and more do.  Mild is making a 

comeback and is seen more often throughout the 

year, for example The Black Horse Inn on 

Chesham Vale usually has one on. 

The following pubs have agreed to support our 

efforts and offer Mild Ale during May. 

The Rising Sun (Berkhamsted) who will rotate 

nine or ten different milds throughout the month; 

The George and Dragon, The Misty Moon, The 

Nash Arms, The Queens Head (all Chesham);  

The Rose & Crown (Hawridge) plus The Crown 

(Ley Hill).  

Some of these pubs will only have one cask of 

mild during the month so when itôs gone itôs gone; 

best to check first. Wetherspoonôs pubs usually 

have a mild in May but I have not had that 

confirmed. 

 

Brian  
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SPRING ALES 

Spring Ales have been available in continental 

Europe for centuries and now UK brewers also 

brew real ales for Spring.  Each brewer chooses 

his/her own style so the alcohol contents vary but 

they are usually hoppy, thirst quenching and light 

coloured.  This year some are brewing a combined 

Spring/Six Nations Rugby ale. 

Most of the real ale pubs on our patch will offer a 

Spring Ale during this quarter; the ones I know of 

are:  The Gamekeepers Lodge, The George and 

Dragon, The Nash Arms, The Queens Head, 

(Chesham); The Black Horse Inn (Chesham Vale), 

The Rose & Crown (Hawridge)  plus The Crown 

and The Swan (Ley Hill). 

You will also find Spring Ales at the festivals at 

The Rising Sun and The Crown (Berkhamsted) 

plus The Full House (Hemel Hempstead). 

SAINT GEORGEôS DAY, 23
RD

 APRIL  

We English are starting to get more involved with 

celebrating Saint George, for example Peter at 

The Full Moon, Hawridge Common, organizes a 

special ceremony every year.  Proceedings start 

between 11.15 and 11.30 am when the Flag of St. 

George which is raised while the choir of 

Hawridge and Cholesbury School and the 

spectators sing óLand of Hope and Gloryô, 

accompanied by Dickie Wainwright on the 

trumpet.  The iconic speech before Harfleurs from 

Shakespeareôs Henry V, ñOnce more unto the 

breach, dear friends, once more...ò is declaimed.  

It is Shakespeareôs birthday as well. 

The school choir perform a song they have 

rehearsed especially, followed by everyone in a 

rousing rendition of óJerusalemô.  Peter says a few 

words to close the ceremony and after óGod Save 

the Queenô the choir and teachers go to one part of 

the pub for their lunch and everyone else goes in 

for a traditional English meal.  Among his six real 

ales, Peter always puts on Wells Bombardier (the 

pump-clip is the flag) and Shepherd Neame 

Spitfire (if you have to ask why ...).  Patriotic 

background music plays all day.  If you want to 

join in you must book in advance:  either visit the 

pub or call 01494 758959.  The event always sells 

out quickly.  I wonder why. 

Any pub associated with Saint George should also 

be arranging something, probably on the 

preceding Saturday, so check out The George and 

Dragon in Chesham.  Other pubs put on a patriotic 

ale, for example The Crown and The Rising Sun 

(Berkhamstead); The Nash Arms, The Misty 

Moon and The Queens Head (Chesham); The 

Black Horse Inn (Chesham Vale); The Rose & 

Crown (Hawridge); The Full House (Hemel 

Hempstead) and The Crown (Ley Hill). 

We are very happy for other nationalities to join in 

the fun. 

WETHERSPOONS SPRING FESTIVAL 

JD Wetherspoon is holding more and more 

themed festivals every year.  Did you catch their 

Burnsô week event with Scottish ales, haggis, 

neeps and tatties? 

The Spring Festival will follow their now standard 

procedure of rotating a selection of real ales (from 

a list of 50) and ciders/perries (from a list of ten) 

over the 19 days.  Perhaps not ñThe Worldôs 

biggest ...ò more óThe Worldôs longestô. 

Pubs on our patch are The Crown, Berkhamsted 

and The Full House, Hemel Hempstead. 

THE RISING SUN FESTIVALS ï BEER, 

CIDER, PERRY AND MOR E 

Put these dates in your diary:  30
th
 March to 1

st
 

April and 29
th
 June to 1

st
 July. 

The Cask Marque accredited Rising Sun on the 

bank of the canal in Berkhamsted is becoming a 

must-visit venue; it is even on the front cover of 

this yearôs Good Beer Guide.   Their Spring   

Brian  

(continued on p.13) 
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The Rising Sun  

May is Mild Month 
At least twelve different Milds over the Month  

Beer & Cider Festivals 
Spring Festival 30th 31st March & 1st April 2012 

Locally made boozy beer sausage sizzle 

to help mop up all of the great ales & Ciders 

Summer Festival 29th 30th June & 1st July 2012 

Locally made boozy beer sausage sizzle 

to help mop up all of the great ales & Ciders 

Jubilee Celebrations 
The Pub outside will be bedecked with flags 

Monday 4th June Petanque Match 

Tuesday 5th June Fireworks   

Morris dancing, Music nights, lamb V Riser Cricket Match & the Olympicsõ 
All this & lots more still to come 

The Rising Sun Freehouse 
No1 Canalside, George Street, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire, 

HP4 2EG Tel: 01442 864913 

www.theriser.net  Follow us on Twitter: @theriserberko 
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(continues from p.10) Festival will offer 15 real 

ales (including Spring Ales), around 20 ciders and 

perries and their usual óploughmanôs lunchesô, but 

innovations will include speciality sausages, 

around two dozen snuff blends to try and buy, 

plus genuine Havana cigars.  What a lot of sins 

covered in one pub!   

THE VALIANT TROOPER,  ALDBURY  

(between Tring and Berkhamsted) was taken over 

under new tenants eight months ago - Wendy, 

Peter and Eddy now proudly promote six real ales 

- becoming something for the locals to behold 

with some reverence and well worth a visit from 

any real ale drinker! The new team are constantly 

present and working very hard to ensure all beers 

and pub grub remain at an excellent standard. 

Six real ales are being served: 3 regulars, Tring 

Ridgeway, Brakspears and Fullers London Pride 

plus 3 guest ales (this month): Tring Colleyôs 

Dog, Betty Stogs and Trelawny Bitter. There are 

big plans ahead to renovate the bar and bring the 

beer pumps to the ñfront of houseò and probably 

alter some of the regular beers for more 

competitively priced local brews to ensure the 

customer gets ñvalue for moneyò in these 

financially challenging times for the brewers. 

As a Mid Chilterns Branch member I definitely 

recommend this venue to you. Iôll report how the 

renovations go later. Meanwhile see you there!  

AND FINALLY....  

Copies of the Tapler will be travelling all the way 

to Renfrewshire, Scotland with one Branch 

member, for the 25
th
 Paisley Beer Festival on 25

th
-

28
th
 April. Itôs Scotlandôs biggest festival, in beer 

terms, offering around 100 Scottish ales, a further 

140 from south of the border, 20 ciders/perries 

plus vast numbers of foreign beers ï including 

some on draft.  There will be entertainment most 

days, including the Caledonian Brewery Pipe 

Band on Saturday afternoon. So if youôre in the 

mood for expanding your (beer) horizons, why not 

give it a try? 

 

 

  

 

Andy S.  

Brian  

Brian  
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  CENTRAL LONDON PUBS SPECIAL (PART 1): BLOOMSBURY  

The Museum Tavern, 49 Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, London WC1B 3BA  

Between Euston and Holborn, the British Museum is an ideal place to pay homage to the 

Mesopotamians for their enduring legacy of beer and, following a visit, the Museum Tavern is a 

convenient place to raise a glass to them.   

Despite being a chain pub (Taylor Walker/Spirit), the Museum has plenty of character and is a pleasant 

place to visit, with a mixed clientele of regulars, students and tourists.  Known in the early eighteenth 

century as the Dog and Duck, it was renamed following construction of the British Museum and 

subsequently rebuilt.  The architect of the current building, William Finch Hill, was known for his music 

hall designs, reflected in some of the flamboyant original features which survive, including the mahogany 

shelving behind the bar, a leaded glass panel and the etched and cut glass windows; however the 

original partitions dividing the pub have gone and the Museum is today one large room.   

Many prominent visitors to the British Museum have frequented this pub, including Karl Marx who used it 

for refreshment whilst researching Das Kapital in the British Museum Reading Room.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were 6 ales on tap when I visited, tasting 5. 

¶ London Gold (Youngs, formerly Kew Gold), 4%, golden, florally hoppy, flavoursome and well kept.  

¶ Old Golden Hen (Greene King/Morland), 4.1%, dark golden, robust hay flavor, (the first time Iôd found 
this on draught) 

¶ Hobgoblin (Wychwood/Marstons), 4.5%, dark brown, chocolate and hops, tasty. 

¶ EPA (Marstons), 3.6%, golden, refreshing, a good session beer, with the (good) ófarmyardô smell I 
associate with Marstons. 

 

The only beer that I was disappointed by was the London Pride (Fullers), 4.1%, rich red mahogany 

colour, which I would expect to taste of caramel but on this occasion was edging towards vinegary. I 

didnôt taste the Adnams. 

In spite of its prime honeypot tourist location the prices are typical London pub prices (c£3.60 a pint) and 

there is a regular ópub grubô menu with sandwiches, jackets, fish and chips, bangers and mash and 

roasts.  The staff are pleasant and there is attention to detail in the displays on the shelving behind the 

bar.  Overall, the British Museum and Museum Tavern make a good combination for a day out. 

 

 

  

L-R: One of the Museum 

Tavernôs etched windows; 

a leaded glass panel; the 

pubôs facade. 

Kate W.  
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CENTRAL LONDON PUBS SPECIAL (PART 2): HOLBORN & EUSTON  

 

 

A recent Central Southern Regional London trip centred itself around a fairly small 

area, Holborn to Euston.  This yearly outing of early January was very well 

attended (35+) from Bucks, Herts, Oxon and Berks branches on a bright fresh 

Saturday.  

The group met up at the CITTIE OF YORK, 22 High Holborn, a site that has been a 

pub since 1430 and was once Grays Inn Coffee House with its panelled walls, 

alcoves and massive barrels above the back bar and, even though there is only 

ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŀƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ {ŀƳǳŜƭ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ hƭŘ .ǊŜǿŜǊȅ .ƛǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

décor make it a real taste of Old London. 

There was an itinerary laid down but with the help of the legendary Noj from 

Marlow we made a joy of a diversion around the corner to the CRAFT BEER CO. in 

Leather Lane, a recently restored building, to be met with 12 hand pumps with 

beers from Dark Star, Thornbridge featuring heavily, but we had to make it a brief 

visit to get back on track.  It is well worth checking out and even the Thornbridge 

Bracia at 9% and the Dark Star Milk Chocolate Stout at 4.5% had to be left behind 

until another time. 

 

 

Back on track to THE ENTERPRISE in Red Lion Street, Holborn, a Victorian pub with a well-kept interior and even 

brightly coloured heated courtyard serving three beers with Purity UBU being very acceptable in this friendly 

abode.  

¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ [!a. ƛƴ [ŀƳōǎ /ƻƴŘǳƛǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŀ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ Ǉǳō ǿƛǘƘ с ƘŀƴŘ ǇǳƳǇǎΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ¸ƻǳƴƎǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ 

ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ²ŀǊƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳōǊƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ /!aw! IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tǳō ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 

amusing collection of wall art, mostly actresses from the past, made an interesting stop.   

A short walk to the LORD JOHN RUSSELL, Marchmont Street, again with 6 hand pumps and some unusual guests, 

made this busy pub a pleasant surprise with Caledonian Seasonal being one of the many choices.  Check out the 

second-hand bookshop opposite. 

a!.9[Ω{ ¢!±9wb ƛƴ aŀōƭŜŘƻƴ tƭŀŎŜΣ ŀ D.D ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ bŜŀƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ 

helped fill a void food-wise. 

Onto Euston and the legendary BREE LOUISE in Cobourg Street just left of Euston Station.  This is a very busy place 

with 9 beers, some on handpump and some on gravity, with cheap good food and a number of ciders.  A discount 

can be had on production of your CAMRA membership card.  A pub that has gained in popularity but may be 

affected soon by the Euston rail extension, we hope not.   Sambrooks, nationals and micros abound side by side. 

The final stop of the day was the EUSTON TAP, a small left over piece of Portland from the original Euston Station 

with 8 changing ales and 20 foreign micro beers plus 150 bottled beers, there should be something there for 

everyone.  Its small interior with an upstairs seating area is probably best visited during good and warmer weather 

but makes an interesting last stop before the train. The Oatmeal Stout was superb and with a light hoppy 

ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōŜŜǊ ƭƻǾŜǊǎ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǊƛŎ !ǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ CǳƭƭŜǊΩǎ 

pub to the right of Euston Station.  These pubs are all within an easy walk of the terminals that deal with our Bucks 

and Herts branches. 

 

Dave B.  

 

Top: The back bar of the 

Cittie of Yorke; below: 

the Craft Beer Coôs 

impressive selection on 

the handpumps. 
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THE RED LION CHENIES  

Mike and Heather are proud to celebrate 25 years at the 

Pub and would like to thank Camra and all our loyal 

customers for their support and for putting up with their 

miserable Landlord over the years. In the past we have 

always tried to offer something different with our locally 

sourced Real Ales our fresh and exciting Menus and our 

service. Past winners of The Chiltern Catering Pub of the 

Year we are still proud to a PUB which sells food and not 

a restaurant that sells beer!!! Not sure we can do another 

25 years but we will keep going as long as possible 

perhaps not being quite so miserable.  

 

We have now redesigned the pub signage as an Autarkic Pub  ͑ʃɱ ʀɴɵɺɷ ɵʀ́ɿ 

the only one in the country (by the way Autarkic means self-governing in 

case you were wondering). We did it because we want everyone to know we 

are an independent, owner-run, genuine FREE HOUSE. For the Queeńs 

Jubilee in June, the whole of Chenies Village is to celebrate with lots of 

exciting attractions including a Celebrity Cricket Match, Steam Engines, 

Village Fete, Classic Cars, plus food and drink at The Red Lion and The 

Bedford Arms; we at The Red Lion will be serving an extra range of Real 

Ales. Also later in the evening there will be the lighting of the official 

Beacon. For more information, please visit www.chenies2012.co.uk. 

 

 

Tel.: 01923 282722  

Website: theredlionchenies.co.uk  

http://www.chenies2012.co.uk/
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  Two, Four, Six, Eight é The New XT Brewery 

 

 

Welcome to the new XT Brewery! We found our home on the beautiful Notley Farm 
estate near Thame in July last year, spent the summer building the brewery and 

installing our custom designed, British built 15 barrel (2500 litre)  brew kit over the 

summer. By November we had brewed our first beer and won our first award. The 
lovely óFourô was our first beer and we have thankfully had to brew it again many 

times since. 

We wanted a fresh and simple approach, using only the best ingredients to make 
eXTremely tasty beer presented in an unfussy way. You will notice our pumpclips and 

labels are very simple. They just show the colour of the beer and the numbers show 

how they fit in to the XT range from the pale and summery óOneô to the dark and 

complex óNineô. 

There are just two of us: Russ and Gareth. All the brewing, installation, selling, 

distribution, brewery design, recipes, artwork, marketing, admin and cleaning up we 

have done ourselves, so it is about as honest as it could be and we can only blame each 
other. We have had many years of home brewing between us and Russ spent over a 

year as an apprentice brewer at the wonderfully helpful Windsor & Eton brewery. 

 Itôs been extremely hard work but a truly a fascinating journey so far. One of the most enjoyable aspects has been 
meeting all sorts of different people; from the local businesses and farmers who have helped us, to local CAMRA 

groups who have followed our progress and spread the word. We have even had a constant stream of enquiries 
from people asking to be on the tasting team; all for no financial reward... people are indeed devoted to pushing 

the cause of real ale! 

Life is now rather different from our old office jobs. Eighteen hour days brewing, learning how to wire up 

control valves, plumbing in cooling systems, hauling sacks of spent grain onto farmerôs trailers, talking to pub 
landlords about delivery schedules, wondering if my thumb will ever work properly again after dropping a cask 

on it... it has been a life changing saga. However, even at 3am lying awake worrying if the heat-exchanger was 

the right way around (it wasnôt) I canôt think of anything Iôd rather be doing. 

We have made five beers so far. The first was óFourô; a mellow amber 3.8% beer made with five different malts, 

including a couple of very special Belgian ones. Itôs a complex but very drinkable session ale and has been our 

flagship beer ever since. Next out of the mash tun was óEightô, the malty chocolate 4.5% dark beer, for those 

winter evenings designed to help you put the world to rights. Followed by the refreshing óTwoô; a golden 4.2% 
pale ale made with biscuity malts and some noble hops from Bohemia and a remote little corner of Bavaria. Then 

óThreeô, a sneaky little IPA with a mix of four hops, and some surprising malts. We then went all complicated 

and made óNineô using nine malts and nine hops all combined into a wonderful cocktail of malty hoppy madness. 

From the outset the aim was to bring more people into the wonderful world of decent tasty ales by making the 

beers easy to understand. Our modern, colourful and simple labels should stand out on a bar and help bring new 

drinkers to the cause or guide the hardened real ale aficionado, by showing the style, flavours and how the beers 
are all part of a wide and fascinating family. 

The beers are now gradually appearing in pubs across the Chilterns as fast as we can get out and about to spread 

the word. Why not come and see our new little brewery or try the beers for yourself?  

Russ & Gareth, XT Brewing Co, www.xtbrewing.com 

 

 

 

 
Russ and Gareth, 

the brains behind  

XT Brewery 

http://www.xtbrewing.com/
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