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Shay was the memorable landlord of the Gamekeeperôs Lodge pub in 

Bellingdon Road, Chesham.  He was in charge for 11 years and achieved more 

in that time than most only dream of.  A true community spirit, as personified by 

the well deserved Community Pub of the Year twice awarded by Chiltern 

District Council.  He was much travelled and moved from Ireland in the 60ôs.  

Shay was a friendly knowledgeable and immensely likeable man who always 

gave his time for others as his various charity and local good deeds testify.  He 

helped to start and promote Cheshamôs Museum at the rear of the pub and 

anyone who has been to the pub will be amazed at the incredible array of 

artefacts that adorn the walls. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him and 

will leave a huge gap in Cheshamôs recent past.  All at Mid Chilterns CAMRA  

offer up a toast to a remarkable gent.   Cheers Shay!   

                                Dave Badminton   Chairman 

 

 

OBITUARY  

CHESHAMôS BIG LOSS OF A BIG MAN SHAY COMASKEY (1952-2010) 

 

EDITORAL  

Welcome to a New Year Real Ale drinkers everywhere! The branch had a busy year in 2009, despite 

the fact we were unable to organise our own branch Beer Festival. This year started in earnest again, 

with deadlines to be reached for the surveying of the 2011 Good Beer GUIDE (GBG) entries. 

Thanks to all members who submitted their scores, the branch had a considerable (so called) ñshort 

listò of suggested pubs for inclusion. All will be revealed in September with the ñdeserving entriesò 

printed in the 2011 GBG. The Tapler welcomes any comments, letters and articles for inclusion 

from any readers, you donôt have to be a CAMRA member to do so. Hope you enjoy this issue.  

Many thanks.     Chris & Trisha.    

FRONT COVER - THE BELFRY, MARKT 7, BRUGES. 
 

      CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, has today appointed a new National Chairman to lead its 110,000 

members. Colin Valentine, former CAMRA National Vice-Chairman and Branch Chairman of CAMRA's 

Edinburgh and South East Scotland, has taken over the role from Paula Waters, who will remain on 

CAMRA's board of Directors, the National Executive. Mike Benner, CAMRA's Chief Executive, said: 

'CAMRA h as grown in stature since Paula Waters took over the position of CAMRA's National Chairman 

in 2004, and through her leadership, CAMRA surpassed its 100,000 member milestone, and has 

campaigned successfully on many levels to promote and protect community pubs and local brewers and 

consumer rights. Her reign as Chairman over the past 6 years has seen a shift in the number of consumers 

trying real ale for the first time, a boom in the number of real ale brewers operating in the UK, and major 

changes to the pub industry, not least in the way pubs are now licensed and regulated. The appointment of 

Colin Valentine is an exciting one for the Campaign, and we've no doubt Colin will provide the strong 

leadership and direction necessary when tackling the major issues affecting the future success of the 

organisation. These issues include stemming the rate of pub closures across the UK, championing pubs as 

the centres of community life, and fighting to reform 'beer tie' arrangements in the pub market.'  Colin 

Valentine, newly-appointed CAMRA National Chairman, said: 'I am overwhelmed that my fellow directors 

have chosen me to lead the Campaign. I have a very hard act to follow having taken over from CAMRA's 

first female Chairman and I can only hope that, as CAMRA's first Scottish Chairman, I carry on the good 

work. Even with record number of members signing up, we still face challenging times and I aim to be as 

strong a champion of the pub-goer as Paula was. CAMRA has helped create the circumstances where 

consumers are increasingly demanding quality and provenance. The competition to be included in our 

Good Beer Guide is as strong as ever, even in these difficult times, and proves that if you offer the consumer 

a quality product in good surroundings, they will spend their hard earned money in your pub.'  Paula 

Waters, CAMRA's former Chairman, said, ' It's been an honour to serve CAMRA as its National 

Chairman and I thank our thousands of committed activists and my fellow National Executive 

members for their hard work and support. I rest assured that the Campaign will continue to thrive 

under the Chairmanship of Colin.'                  Courtesy of CAMRA Press Office 
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Saint Patrickôs Day is celebrated around the world by 

the Irish and those of Irish descent ï and they are not 

too proud to stop anyone else joining in.    It is held on 

17
th
 March unless it clashes with the Churchôs Holy 

week as it did in 1940 and 2008.  The next clash isnôt 

until 2160 so we neednôt worry. Guinness has 

captured the licensed trade for this celebration and 

ships in vast volumes of keg stout from Ireland.  A 

few UK brewers and pubs are striking a blow against 

óBeer Milesô with their own óIrish styleô real ale 

offerings. If you want something different on 17
th
 

March go to The Full Moon (Hawridge Common) 

and try Wychwood Paddyôs Tout (ho ho) with some 

special Irish menu choices.  In Chesham, The 

Elephant & Castle and The Misty Moon are both 

planning for local óIrishô ale.  The Rising Sun in 

Berkhamsted will also have something. 

                                        

 

Saint Patrickõs Day, 17th
 

March  Champion Winter Beer of 
Britain (By Class)  

Elland 1872 Porter is 

timeless classic .  

 
1872 Porter from the Elland Brewery has 

been crowned the Supreme Champion 
Winter Beer of Britain 2010 by a panel of 

judges at the National Winter Ales Festival 
in Manchester.  

OVERALL CHAMPIONS ï 
Elland 1872 Porter (Gold )  

Breconshire's Ramblers Ruin (Silver )  
Acorn's Gorlovka Imperial Stout (Bronze)  

OLD ALE/ STRONG MILD CLASS -
Breconshire Ramblers Ruin (Gold)  

Leeds Midnight Bell (Silver)  
Beartown Black Bear (Bronze)  

BARLEY WINE CLASS ï 
Robinsons Old Tom (Gold)  

Kinver Over the Edge (Silver)  
Otley O8 (Bronze)  

STOUT& PORTER CLASS ï 
Acorn Gorlovka Imperial Sto ut (Gold Stout)  
Beowulf Dragon Smoke Stout (Silver Stout)  

Wapping Stout (Bronze Stout)  
 

 
Hertfordshire Online Pub Guide : 

www.pubs.hertsale.org.uk  
 

   

http://www.camra.org.uk/page.aspx?o=314366
http://www.camra.org.uk/page.aspx?o=314366
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Having recently been allowed to use The Tapler  to wax lyrical about a most special and favourite pub in the 

North East, óThe Ship Innô at Low Newton on the Sea, Northumberland,  I am now giving thought to other 

hostelries which have caused me to arrange, and indeed, rearrange holidays in order to ensure suitable 

pilgrimage is undertaken. The Kings Head at Laxfield, Suffolk; a joy of a pub discovered whilst travelling 

with friends through Suffolk on route to a long weekend stay in 

the splendid town of Southwold. From the outside this 

attractive thatched country pub has the appearance of many 

village pubs, i.e. a chocolate box façade leading into a potential 

soulless space suffering from an identity crisis; is it a locals 

pub, a pub/restaurant, a gastro pub, a traditional village pub 

(perhaps now in decline) or an attempt at all of these but 

possibly failing on all fronts? Well, I am delighted to report 

that any pre-conceptions or reservations held are completely 

unfounded the moment you cross the threshold into The Kings 

Head, indeed what awaits you is a scene more befitting of 

Dickens. On arrival you are in a small stone flagged room of high backed wooden settles, fitted in a round, 

with a warm open fire at one end. Closer inspection reveals that there is no obvious bar area; however a trail 

and a beer sense of direction will lead you to the tap room where all beer is served on gravity straight from 

the casks. Here you will enjoy the benefits of fine Adnams beers, (Bitter, Broadside, Explorer plus 

Woodfordes Wherry and the Landlordsôs Special on a Saturday night). It soon becomes apparent that 

there is also fantastic home cooked food and a convivial welcome second to none. Commonly known as The 

Low House, this timeless, multi-roomed and still genuinely unaltered thatched 16
th
 century building is a 

classic pub which is a joy to behold.  There is a separate dining room (12-3pm + 7-9pm) which offers an 

interesting menu of locally sourced food including a Sunday roast, although NOT on Sunday evening! An 

enclosed attractive garden and patio to the rear is also available. There is now an accommodation area (three 

rooms) which is available in the converted stable block; I will be staying there for two nights in May and I 

will be very happy to feed back further information to anyone interested. For those inclined there are horse 

and carriage rides to and from the pub which operate at the weekends. Special events feature regularly at the 

pub including a beer festival planned for May (what a coincidence, thatôs when I will be staying over!) 

If you are planning a visit please note that the pub can be difficult to find, however just walk through 

churchyard, exit via the lower street access and you have arrived. For more information refer to your Good 

Beer Guide (GBG) where it is a regular feature.          Paul DeKoning  

 
  

Spring Ales 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 Brewers started this fashion for ósomething differentô and, though 

there is no agreed definition of what makes a Spring Ale, many 

started out hoppy and thirst quenching.  Over years the range of 

Spring Ales has expanded to represent an eclectic range of 

seasonal choices.   Many brewers promote seasonal Spring Ales 

and these pubs will feature them during the quarter: 
Berkhamsted; The Rising Sun 

Chesham;       The Elephant & Castle, The Misty Moon, The 

             Queens Head, The Waggon & Horses and 

                        The Wild Rover 

Hawridge;      The Full Moon and The Rose & Crown 

Ley Hill ;         The Crown and The Swan 
 

 

 
 

              

If you have never 

been along to a 

Members' Weekend 

and AGM before, why 

not make this your 

first one.  

THE KINGS HEAD LAXFIELD  

 

 

 

16-18 April 2010 

Villa Marina, Isle of Man  


